Cowboys for Christ ________ Chapter
Meeting Minutes

Thursday 08 February 2007


A meeting was held on 08 February 2007 at Elkton Road Baptist Church to determine the interest in starting a Cowboys for Christ (CFC) chapter in the north Alabama/Southern Tennessee area.  
The following persons were in attendance:

Dalton and Martha Scott

Clellon Romine

Kimberly Henderson

Howard, Donna, and Joshua Goff

Anthony Elkins

Myra King

Josh Goff

Frances Hargrove

Ken Jacobs

Ken and Marnie LeSueur

Items discussed

One of the first items discussed at the meeting was the purpose and goals for the new chapter.  Below are a few items that were captured.  All were in agreement that reaching the lost for Christ will be the first priority in all that we do.

Goals/Purpose for the Chapter

· Reach the lost for Christ

· Provide a fun Christian environment that is free from alcohol, drugs, and inappropriate language

· To enjoy equine activities with family, friends, and newcomers

The group discussed ideas about the type of rides and activities that we wanted to do as a chapter.  The items captured below are some of the consensus within the group.

· At each meeting the Gospel of Jesus Christ will be presented.

· We should have one ride or activity each month

· We should have 3 major events per year (one each in Spring, Summer, and Fall) that would include some type of meal and potentially a guest speaker and/or musical group.
· All rides need to be appropriate for novice riders (no rough terrain or rough riding) unless specially scheduled and warnings included

· Winter rides were discussed and the group agreed that the monthly rides would be held with whoever was willing to brave the weather.

· Some rides may include an overnight campout for those that want to participate with the ride for the larger group still being on Saturdays.
Below are Riding/Activity locations discussed
· Romine Farm

· Berzett Farm

· H.L. Redding Farm

· Patrick Roberts Land (Feb only) 

· Rails to Trails/LeSueur Farm for meal – Fall 07 at the earliest due to construction on trail

· Bankhead Nation Forest (Potential Campout/ride)

· Neil Johnson Land

· Team roping event– Goff Farm or other arena?

· Commercial Camps

· KCs,

· Cherokee

· Mini Cedars

· Circle E 

· Anthony Elkins mentioned the potential of riding on large hunting clubs during the off season.  

The following items relating to the chapter formation and coordination was discussed with agreement within the group.

· All agreed that the maintaining a CFC chapter with the level of activity that we discussed will require a large organized group of servants.  Each one of the officer positions and other responsibility positions listed below must be filled with willing servants.
· Dalton Scott suggested that we meet once a month at a restaurant (preferably the same one each time) to discuss chapter activities, schedules, issues encountered, and for fellowship within the group
· It was suggested that we put out a newsletter/calendar of events each quarter or each month.  For those will email we will deliver using that method to keep the mailing cost down.  

Liability was discussed when riding on personal property.  The main issue is for children under 18 that would not be covered by the equine liability laws.  Myra King stated that she had a lawyer draw up a release form for parents to sign to cover children when riding on her land.  Mrs. King took an action to bring a copy of the liability release to the next meeting for potential use by the CFC chapter.   


I t was mentioned that we should try to outreach by supporting other events such as parades, sponsor a horse show?, information booth at local events, etc.

List of Officers and other positions of responsibility:
President – Executive Officer & Chief organizer

Vice President – Replacement for Pres., Do everything that falls in the crack

Chaplin – leads devotions and organizes speakers for all events

Secretary – maintains records, meeting minutes, mailing/phone/email list.

Treasurer (Could also be Sec)– Maintains financial reports, bank deposits, financial gift collection, etc.

Reporter – Write to CFC HQ monthly reports and input to the Christian Ranchman.
Food Coordination Committee Lead

Trail Boss

Ride Preparation Committee Lead

Website Coordinator –calendars, position statement, photos, testimonies, plan of salvation, question and answer page, etc.

Next meeting to be at the Shoney’s restaurant in Athens, AL at 6:30 on Thursday 15 February 2007.  Below are a list of things that need to be completed in order to establish the chapter with CFC and get things lined up to start trail riding in March.
1. Elect Officers

2. Decide on a name for the Chapter 
3. Schedule at least the first 6 months of events

Location


Start/End Time


Food plans – Lunch or Saddle Bag Lunch


Directions/maps

Ride length/time/difficulty
4. Rain out decisions/communication
5. Cover chapter contact list

6. Agree on purpose statement (Draft provided below)

7. Agree on Adopting the CFC Statement of Position (see below)

 Draft Purpose Statement
The purpose of the _______ chapter of Cowboys for Christ is above all to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with lost souls and promote Christian fellowship and discipleship through equine activities that are family oriented and fun for everyone.  
Cowboys for Christ Position Statement
Supreme authority over this organization and all its activities is vested in Gods' own son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and exercised by the Holy Spirit.  This must be recognized and practiced as laid out for us in Gods' divinely inspired Word, the Holy Bible.

Cowboys For Christ is not a substitute for the local Church or Assembly, nor is it in competition with any denominational group.  It seeks, rather, through God's enabling grace, to be a helper to all local churches, denominations and groups to the extent that they are in harmony with the will of the Almighty God.  It's function is to proclaim the Word of God.  It is designed for outreach and building up of the Body of Christ, Gods' blood-bought people, and in harmony with the work of the Holy Spirit as an active force in the Lord's program for the present day.
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