Cowboys for Christ Cowboy’n for the Son Chapter

Meeting Minutes

Thursday March 01, 2007


A meeting was held on March 01, 2007 at Shoney’s Restaurant in Athens,  
Old Business:
The meeting minutes from February 15, 2007 needs to be amended to correct the date for the Bankhead Trial Ride to show that we will be riding on April 21, 2007 since Mule Days is April 14-15, 2007.

A reminder was made that Bankhead National Forest is not an “Easy” ride.  It is considered a “Moderate” ride since the trail is rocky, has several flat rocks to climb, and some creeks to cross.

A reminder was made that camping at Bankhead National Forest is an option.  If you are interested in camping please contact Ken Lesueur, 256-771-1826 or klesueur@charter.net, so that he can ensure that spots are saved for the campers as the camping spots are first come first serve and Ken will try to hold some spots for those staying over night.

A reminder was made that a donation bucket will be at every meeting and ride.  There will be no passing this around so if you would like to make a donation please do so.  The chapter expenses are paid from donations only.  The chapter is in no way linked to Cowboys for Christ financially.

New Business: 

1.  Dalton Scott gave the prayer.  Rudy Prestridge gave the sermon.  He gave a “Challenge to get to know Jesus.”

2.  The chapter’s first trail ride is at the King Ranch, March 10, 2007.  There will be adequate parking for all. 

· There may be a need for a couple of members to park the first couple of trailers to get them going in the right direction.  

· There will be someone at the gate to capture information (i.e. names, emails, phone numbers of the new people attending the ride).

· There will be no charge for this ride.  

· Trail Bosses:  Due to road repair the ride will go about 20 feet down a paved road.  Need to ensure someone is standing by to lookout for cars.  Also need trail bosses for the front, back, and middle of the riders.  Trail Bosses will tie red ribbons on their horses to distinguish them from the other riders.  
· It was also suggested that if your horse is a kicker please tie a red ribbon on the tail of your horse.

· This is considered an “Easy” ride so bring the whole family. 

· This is a “no food” event so bring snacks and drinks if you like.

3.  Family Fun Day is scheduled for July 10th.  It will be here before we know it so discussions were made to get the ball rolling.  
· The location will be at the Sheriff’s Arena in Athens if it can be reserved.  The cost to rent will be $350 ($150 for insurance, $100 to rent, and $50 for the concession stand).  

· Time will be from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.

· Activities discussed:  Farrier Show, Saddle/Tack Demo, Horse and Buggy Rides, Treasure Dive (quarters, hay, tarp), Kiddie Horseback Rides (lead around), Horseshoe Pitching, and Roping Demo.  These activities will be going on at the same time outside the arena

· Events:  Horsemenship – Reining, Patterns, etc.; Gaited Class/Trail Class; Hunter Class; 2D or 3D Barrels/Poles (Ages 4-12 and 13 – up, Running for consistency not time); Stick Horse Racing.

· Discussion was made about making Boy Scout/Cub Scout patches available for participation in certain events.

· This event will be kid and youth focused.  There will be Ribbon Awards only.  This will be for fun not competition.

· Discussion on getting “Piney Creek Band” to play.  Their music is Blue Grass and Gospel.

· Discussion on getting a guest speaker: Minister? Roper? Etc.

· Discussion was made about getting sponsorship for door prizes.  This will not be solicited by the chapter, however, if someone openly wants to volunteer to get sponsorship they can.

This event will take a lot of volunteers and a lot of planning.  There is only two other meetings before the “Cowboy’n for the Son” Newsletter goes out.  So everyone be thinking about what part they would like to play to make this event a huge success.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.  Complete details need to incorporated into the May Newsletter so we only have April and May meeting to finish up the details.  
4.  The chapter’s first newsletter was mailed.  It went out to about 68 people.  The previous Cowboys for Life mailing list was used to get the word out about the new chapter.  Postage for this is expensive so it was reiterated that if you had email to please provide to the Secretary so that future newsletters may be emailed instead of by the post office.
5. Events Scheduling: 

Mule Days will be held in Columbia Tennessee, on April 14-15 the second weekend and the club is planning to support that effort. 
April: Third weekend of the month 

Event: Trail Ride and Camp Out 
Date: April 21

Time: 10:00

Location: Bank Head National Forrest. 
Friday night camp out (Apr 20), Saturday trail ride 
May: (Second weekend of the month)
Event: Trail Ride 
Date: May 12th 

Time: 10:00

Location: Deer Lick Farms 

Directions: From Athens take 72 West to 7 Mile Post Road, turn right.  Go until you get to New Cut Road, turn left.  Go until you get to Baker Hill Road, turn right.  Go to the dead end and turn left on Elk River Mills Road.  Follow this until you cross the river and come to a Y in the road.  Take the left on the Y and go around to Kimbrell Road, turn right.  Go about ¼ mile or until you reach the first driveway on the right.  Turn onto the driveway.  Follow this around until you go across a bridge and up a hill then you will see the house.

Ride will start promptly at 10:00 and will take about 2 hours.  Lunch will be provided after the ride, so plan to stay and enjoy.   Ride difficulty is “easy.”
June: (Second weekend of the month)
Date: June 9th 

Time: 10:00

Event: Trail Ride 
Location: HL Redding Farm 

Directions: To be published
July: (Second weekend of the month)
Date: March 10th

Time: 12:00

Event: Play Day  

Location: To be determined  

Directions: To be Published 

August:  (Second weekend of the month)
Date: August 11th

Time: 10:0

Location: Rails to Trails  

Directions:  To be Published
6.  Kenneth Odell is a member of the North Alabama Wagon Train.  He will be participating in the Wagon Train heading to Mule Days.  The wagon train will be coming through Elkmont Easter Weekend.  They will be leaving from Mr. Odell’s house on Monday, April 9.  Please contact Mr. Odell, 256-232-6972 or kdodell@charter.net, if you are interested in participating in this ride.

7.  A total of $118 was collected in the donation bucket.  Postage to mail newsletters was $27.00.  Remainder left in the kitty is $91.

8.  Next meeting to be at the Catfish Inn, Athens in their meeting room at 6:30 on Thursday April 5, 2007.  
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